A NEW ADVENTURE BEGINS

0 THE LOST TREASURE OF

FIND THE GOLDEN CITY
BEFORE TIME RUNS OUT.
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| DAVID RAMSEY, GENE WRIGHT |

STARDING: BON GRANT, NADK SIMS, DAWD RAMSEY, GENE WRIGHY =
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The tale starts in the late 19/0s...

*| had graduated from college with a biology
degree but wasn’t sure if | wanted to try for
medical school.

*|nstead, | went to work for the “KA Computer
Store” in Dallas, Texas in late 1978.

*| was a sales/tech support guy.



We hired a hardware tech

*His name was Mark Sims.

*He was great in repairing the computers
of the day, but a little...socially awkward.

*In retrospect he was likely somewhat
autistic.



Ron Grant

* Ron was a customer of
the store, about my age.

* He loved writing
machine code programs
for the Apple ][,
especially graphics
programs.

* Ron and | would geek out

over the latest Apple
stuff.

* Ron and Mark became
fast friends.



e | left Dallas in 1983 to move to California
to go to work for Corvus Systems.

* Sometime after that, Mark Sims left the
KA Computer Store to co-found STB
Systems.

* “Simply The Best” made peripherals for
the computers of the day: Apple, Atari,
Commodore, etc.

* At one point their graphics cards were
included with Hewlett-Packard, Acer,
and other major vendors of the time.

STB systems

* They were acquired by 3dfxin 1998 in a
stock swap valued at $141 million.

 Mark Sims (as best | can tell) retired to
be a wealthy hermit. He collected rooms
full of electronic test equipment,
cryptographic stuff...
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* At one point their graphics cards were
Included with Hewlett-Packard, Acer,
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be a wealthy hermit. He collected rooms
full of electronic test equipment,
cryptographic stuff...

e and HP calculators.




Mark bought a large
house in Dallas and
filled 1t with his
collections.

Being a hardware guy,
he repaired most
problems he found.

But there was...
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Mark’s reclusive nature

Mark Sims never married and had no social life.
Other than Ron Grant, almost nobody knew the
extent of his collection.

| certainly didn’t.



Mark Sims died early this year.

Ron had been helping Mark with medical
appointments and general lifestyle support for
years.

Mark left the bulk of his estate to Ron.



And Ron
gave all the
calculators
to me.




But after
decades of
collecting, |
have plenty of
calculators.



So, I’m giving
all of them to
YOul.




So, I’m giving
all of them to
YOul.

(Well, most of them anyway.)




| called
Gene and
we hatched
a plan.




The Trek

In early June, | flew to Dallas from Reno and Gene
flew to Dallas from Nashville.

We rented a 16-foot box truck from Budget,
loaded it with the treasure, and drove it from
Dallas to Nashville in a single day.

That’s just the kind of hard-core calculator nerds
we are.
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ick, Strong Office Moving Box

(Excxliat for office movieg, storage, or archiviag!)
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Gene rented a storage unit for all the
calculators.

hours has been spent.

Once we

arrived Each calculator or accessory had to be
y catalogued and have its condition assessed.:

Cosmetics

Completeness

Functionality

Let’s let the curator of the collection, Gene, discuss...




5

0

{
pe)






>
R

o
L6

N
: h;'

Ay

7

MHiiid

...
TR




-

Sl




Evaluation of the items

* Battery packs were checked for charging and retaining
charge.

* Card readers in units were checked for read / write.
HP-41 card readers were checked for the same as well
as rom version.

* Printers were checked for print / advance.

* Units themselves were checked for basic operation:
All digits light up, computes trig correctly, BEEP works,
etc. No HP-IL checking, no port checking.



The list

We have a list of calculators for each of
you to pick one item late tomorrow
afternoon.

There are a number of interesting items on
this list.



Evaluation of the items

mm Physical

Good Poor No manual. Has battery. Printer works.
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Evaluation of the items

MIEEI Physical

Good Poor No manual. Has battery. Printer works.
2 10C Good Ok Yes VERY worn box. Worn manual. Missing 2 feet.



HP-10C

OWNER

S HANDBOOK




Evaluation of the items

mm Physical

2
3

10A
10C

11C

Good
Good

Excellent

Poor
Ok

Very good

Yes

Yes

No manual. Has battery. Printer works.

VERY worn box. Worn manual. Missing 2 feet.

Box shows light wear. Manual still shrink-
wrapped. S/N 2850A. Tiny dent on bezel.



HEWLETT-PACKARD

OWNER’S HANDBOOK AND
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Evaluation of the items

MW Physical

10A
2 10C
3 11C
4 Friden
132

Good
Good

Excellent

Used

Poor
Ok

Very good

Poor

Yes

Yes

No

No manual. Has battery. Printer works.

VERY worn box. Worn manual. Missing 2 feet.

Box shows light wear. Manual still shrink-
wrapped. S/N 2850A. Tiny dent on bezel.

Works. No apparent problems. Weighs 40+
pounds!
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Other items
on the list

HEWLETT-PACKARD |

* HP-41CV ‘
* Printer, card reader

e

* Time module

* |n a special box

Everything works.




1

for sodeanal o
Introduction 10 the Hardwars Specifications

v
oy T
Vi 4 ,.ﬁ.\

Ths prowdcs. temperarare, hemidiey, aad cber eovroemennal mlormasen shoet the WP

Oa the nc page s 3 bock diagram of te HP-4 rdware.

System Block Diagram

1o addcon, for relesence by devtlopers, éaca eeis are provided for four of e 1Ch wnd i e
led 14, the implied warrasties of merchasiabdity and fness for & particelar parpose. Hewlcs

 Exwronmennal Speclicasens
Packard shall st be fable for

Introduction to the Hardware Specifications

Cctving Started Guide

Editon 1 Cacember 1998

Reorder Numbar
£2520-50007

k]
S
B
8
2
=
e
=
]
=
3
a
H

t

1S

l

2845

Fade in Jopan

HP 82430A

e Lt A PO
? SRS S VR

)
L
-

-

®

=

)
=

) -

)
-
I
O

HP-94E

* Turns on

* Manuals

* Spare
battery




Other items on the list

In the box
e HP-65 19C 1/ _
e HP-19C

WLETT-PACKARD
WLETT-PACKARD
HEWLETT-PACKARD X\

§ g Hewlett-Packard
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Other it

Educalc

HP-32E

Note:

Display
completely
lights up. Picture
shows camera
artifact.



How It’'s Going to Work

* Tomorrow, after the normal door prize activities are over, when
your ticket number is called you may pick ONE calculator
from the list on the next slide.

* Have several items chosen in the order you want them.

* Your first choice may not be available by the time your number
Is called! None of these items are bad choices.

* |f you have a question about an item on the list, ask me. I’'ll do
my best to answer it.



How It’'s Going to Work

* The link below has an image of each item and corresponds to the
number by the item on the printed list being handed out now.

* The items will not be brought in to a table. Pick from the pictures.

* You cannot request a calculator not on the list. The calculators are
not for sale.

* Do not share this list publicly. Please.
https://hhuc.us/2026/nocalcs.html

* Webpage looks like this...
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Caveats

* We try to describe the condition of each machine
accurately. But no guarantees.

* Some machines include batteries. If yours doesn’t, getting
batteries is your responsibility.

* Getting the machine home is also your responsibility. If
you flew here, maybe don’t select a large desk calculator.

* Enjoy!
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